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great master of all the artifices which could enhance
the effect of a speech, and although his happiest hits were
struck off in the heat of debate, his eloquence was in
reality the fruit of long and elaborate training. The
charge brought against him of introducing the manners
of the stage into public life, is as deserved as the compli-
ment from an unfriendly critic, that his acting was equal
to Garrick's.
Oratory was the weapon with which Pitt gained and
maintained his position in the House, but his greatness
is built up on a more substantial foundation than parlia-
mentary eloquence. Those who listened to
his speeches felt that they were more than source of his
mere words, felt them to be the impassioned sreatness-
utterance of a man who would do great things if he could
obtain the opportunity. The uprightness and vehement
.earnestness of his character, his pure and lofty patriot-
ism, his nobleness of soul, his splendid imagination, and
his power of animating others with his own enthusiasm
—these were the source of his strength and greatness,
and the marks that distinguished him from the herd of
his contemporaries. In an age of corruption, so de-
grading and universal that members of Parliament were
not ashamed to take money for their votes, Pitt's stain-
less honesty stood out in sharp relief and won him the
confidence of the nation, which, though once or twice it
wavered, never really deserted him as long as he lived.
This public confidence was the basis of the ' Great,
Commoner's' power, for he had no parliamentary interest,
and he was far from being a royal favourite. Yet he was
no seeker after popularity, and although his power rested
on popular favour, he never shrank from risking it by
setting himself in opposition to the popular will if he
thought it wrong, no matter how strongly the current
was running. He was intensely ambitious, but if, like

